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“Paul is called the Apostle of the Gentiles, and so he is; see Galatians 2:9.  

However, this does not mean that he forgot the Jews. 

 

For wherever he went, he sought opportunities 

to preach the Gospel to the Jews, indeed, he first  

sought out the synagogue, in order to begin the work there, if possible. 

"Beginning from Jerusalem," that word, that command of Christ, was always clear to him. 

He understood that the Lord's command did not only refer to the city of Jerusalem,  

but to the Jewish people in general. 



  He was related to that people, he was attached to that people, he cared so much for that people,  

as we see and wish to hear in the verses given above. 

  In the eight preceding chapters he has presented the doctrine of salvation.  

The deeply corrupted state of the entire human race, Jew and Gentile, the greatness 

of God's grace for the salvation of sinners according to God's eternal, sovereign good pleasure, 

he has clearly shown. And the Christian, who is in Christ through faith, 

can and may boast in the love of Christ, in the love of God, from which  

no creature can separate him.  

  But now he begins in this 9th chapter to speak about the Jewish people, 

about the relationship of that people to God and their present condition 

and their future, about which he does not want the Church to remain ignorant.  

It is well worth noting how the Apostle, when he begins this,  

adopts a completely different tone than in what precedes. 

Hear it: "I speak the truth in Christ." I am not lying,  

my conscience bearing witness with me through the Holy Spirit.  

You might say: But Paul! Who accuses you of not telling the truth  

in Christ? Who would dare to say to you: You are speaking falsehoods,  

or outright Are you lying? Unbelievable! Surely no one would be so bold.  

No, not in such a way that someone would say to him so directly to his face:  

‘You are lying.’ ...” 

 

“... But the Apostle writes to the Christians, to the congregation in Rome,  

and they surely believe what he writes, don't they? 

My reader! It is the Holy Spirit who guides him in writing;  

[Paul] says it himself: my conscience bearing witness with me  

through the Holy Spirit.  

  It is as if the Apostle sees the centuries spread out before him.  

How many will there be, in all those centuries, who will not believe  

that the Lord God will once again have mercy on the ancient people?  

Yes, from Christianity there will be thousands, 

who will think they are doing God a service by 

persecuting, expelling, robbing, and murdering Jews.   

[Rev. Fles sounded as rough as A. Gaebelein did, also in 1912, in his The Jewish Question.  

See image of the Rausch source, p. 247.  Gaebelein’s book asked, “What becomes of our national promises  

and blessings” if “the church is Israel” in a “spiritual fulfillment.”  See chapter 1, quotes from p. 4 and p. 10. 

https://books.google.com.pe/books?id=8PIVAAAAYAAJ&pg=PP7&source=gbs_selected_pages&cad=1#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://ia600109.us.archive.org/6/items/rev-ji-fles-lifesketch-3/Rausch-source-page-247.JPG


More from Gaebelein’s book shows how similar he was to Rev. Fles : 

 
I am still looking for proof that those two men may have known each other.] 

 

How many [Christians] will call them heretics who believe that the Israelite 

people still have a future: which is firmly established by God and  

therefore can be expected with certainty according to God's promises,  

according to His unchangeable covenant.  

This is called Chiliasm or something of that kind, which is used as a catchphrase.  

   

  When the Apostle says: I speak the truth in Christ, he means 

that everything he preaches and writes is connected with Christ,  

relates to Him, to His mediatorial work, to His glory, to His honor.  

The future of Israel, of the Church, of the earth and heaven belongs to Christ,  

is His work, and will be completed by Him.  

  Therefore also that powerful statement:  

I do not lie. Lying is the work of the devil, he is the father of lies. 

 Lying is turning the truth upside down, so that it changes into a lie. 

I don't do that, says Paul. No one should lie, but especially the preacher of the Gospel  

must be careful. He must always speak and preach the truth, as it is in Christ.  

And that means the whole truth, the entire Word of God; he must never go  

against the Word or make it something other than what God has said and willed.  

 

  If he does that, then he is not speaking the truth in Christ, then he is not seeking the glory  

of Christ, then he has himself or something else as his goal.  Paul had his conscience with  

him, and with his conscience the testimony of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit therefore gives His inspiration  

in the conscience with the assurance that what Paul says, preaches, and writes  

is fully according to His Word, according to His will. How glorious is such a testimony, such inspiration! 

  Reader, when you say, preach, or write something, let the most important thing not be whether it is flawlessly 

written, or whether you have stuck to your point, etc., but let the question be: Have I spoken the truth 

[waarheid] in Christ? ” 

 
 
 

https://ia800109.us.archive.org/6/items/rev-ji-fles-lifesketch-3/Gaebelein-bio.JPG


 
 

The next three of Rev. Fles’s monthly columns – through October, 1912 – were also on  

ROM. 9:1-5.    

Page 1078 of 2596 went this way (screenshot image below);  

 

 ... ... ... 
 

But what does the Apostle say now, that is complete truth, in which he does not lie?  

Hear it: That it is a great sorrow to me and a constant pain in my heart.  

To understand these words correctly, we must remember that the Apostle has the Israelite people in mind.   

He sees their labor, their toil, their self-righteous works, on which they build their hope for eternity.  

  He sees their unbelief and hardening concerning Christ and His Gospel: their blindness when reading the 

words of God spoken and written by Moses and the prophets, the great High Priest given to us: their 

unwillingness and indifference to seriously investigate and search everything that has been written about Him 

and how gloriously it has been fulfilled in and through Him.  

 

  And so Paul knows that with their imagined righteousness they will be eternally deceived and lost. The 

Apostle is far from teaching – as, alas, there are some in our time – that it is more or less the same what one 

believes or not, as long as one means well. No, no, he says, it is a great sorrow to me. Isn't it terrible to see  

so many people going away with an imagined heaven and at the end, in bitter disappointment, eternally lost?  



Do you understand it at all: a people called to the wedding feast, despising the messengers, playfully 

plunging into the abyss: children of the Kingdom cast out? For surely there is no salvation, no blessedness 

outside of Christ?  

  They know so well what they think of themselves 

and of their work and labor for Jehovah. 

Oh, they expect to receive so much in the future 

life. How far above all other nations they will stand.  

How richly they will be rewarded and crowned and 

sit as the foremost guests in Heaven, with 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the greatest glory. 

How terrible it will be to be excluded by the 

righteous Judge and banished to outer darkness, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Oh, says the Apostle, it is a constant, 

continuous, persistent sorrow to my heart.  

It causes me anguish of soul, I suffer for their sake. 

  Reader, do you also have something of that feeling of sorrow,  

that feeling of pain for others who surround you, of whom you cannot 

believe otherwise than that they are going to be lost forever? 

Is it truly a sorrow to you and a 

constant pain to your heart? Oh, teachers and all you 

workers in the Lord's vineyard, do you 

have something, do you have much of the Apostle's love in 

your heart for your people? No. I don't ask first 

about the Jews, but about the people to whom you 

belong. Nor first about the Gentiles, but 

about the people among whom you work, with whom 

you associate, to whom you speak. Are not 

thousands [of them] misled and deceived by all sorts of 

false teachings? And you, have you ever 

admonished them with tears? Oh no, one doesn't 

hear about that anymore, one now brings the 

modern... Well-intentioned, firm advice: If you don't feel otherwise,  

then you have not yet truly experienced sorrow. If you have never yet admonished with tears,  

then you have also never prayed for them with a moved heart. What will become of you,  

O watchmen, when the judgment comes? Ezekiel 3:17-21, Acts 20:31. 

For I myself would wish to be banished from Christ for my brethren, who are my kinsmen according  

to the flesh, thus the Apostle continues to testify. Here we encounter a measure of overflowing love  

that almost goes beyond our reach. This is no longer the everyday love  

that every Christian, every servant of Christ called by the Lord, carries within himself.  

 

But isn't it as if we hear something friendly in this, something from sublime glory?  

Moses, the man of God, also experienced such a moment when he spoke to Jehovah:  

"Now then, if You will forgive their sin: but if not, then blot me out of Your book  

which You have written." Exodus 12:22.  

Moses, the mediator of the Old Covenant, stood as an intercessor for the people  

before Jehovah's face to turn His wrath away from them and obtained his request.  

Paul wished that he could save them with his own life. Christ gave His life  

for His enemies to save them. Paul would gladly give his life, 

if he could save his enemies through it.  Christ bore the Anathema, the curse of God  

for us and became a curse, or accursed. Anathema, in our place.  

  Thus, Paul wished to save his brothers, his kinsmen according to the flesh; he is truly a follower of Christ  



in this as well. The love of Christ is profound and compels us, he said elsewhere.  

Well, we see it in such words as are heard here in verse 3. 

  My children, let us love one another, for love is from God, says the Apostle John. 

And love must be heard in words, it must be seen in deeds. Giving ourselves for others. It is a great thing. 

  It is quite different from giving a little money from our abundance. It is impossible for our nature.   

We would give ourselves for those who hate us! Only through the grace and power of the Holy Spirit  

is it possible. 

And then we can also feel sorrow and grief for those who are still hostile to the Gospel, to the Christ of God. 

Pella, Iowa, J. J. FLES. 

 

Page 1097 was in September (presented with no screenshot image here); 

 

Now the Apostle will let us hear whom 

he means by the words: "those who are my kinsmen according to the flesh."  

These are very significant words, well worth serious consideration.   

No fewer than a number of titles are bestowed upon them by Paul. 

Let us read them and try to see what meaning they have. 

First, the Apostle says: "Who are Israelites." 

Well, why doesn't he say: "who are Jews"?  

He wants them to retain that precious, honorable name, given to them by Jehovah.  

You know, reader, that Jacob wrestled with a man, with the Angel, 

with Israel's God and King Himself at Peniel, and that he prevailed  

with weeping and supplication.  Gen. 33:24-30.  

Then the Lord gave Jacob the name Israel, because he had behaved princely 

with God and with men and had prevailed, had overcome. This name Israel means: 

Prince with God. What a name! And that name also passed on to his descendants. 

And let us consider that this name has not been taken back, has not been revoked.  

Although someone has said somewhere that in the 

New Testament the name Israel is only meant for believers: certainly not [true] here. 

For then Paul would surely not have wished to be banished from Christ for their sake. 

He would not have done that either.  The assertion: only the believers 

are referred to in the New Testament by the name Israel, is merely a scholarly error.  

Scholars also make mistakes sometimes. 

So the Apostle says: They are Israelites, Princes with God.  

Oh, when he sees their zeal for the ceremonies, he calls out to them: 

"I too was formerly a zealous follower of the ancestral institutions, just as you all are." 

Acts 22:3. He possesses that noble character, that blood that can become warm,  

that can boil, when their opinion, their religion, is attacked. Many within Christendom  

remain indifferent to the attacks on the Bible, and to the undermining of the Bible,  

[the] Church and Christianity. They try to compromise, to explain, to interpret,  

until it can still somehow be accepted, even if it's not entirely clear.  

Not so the Israelite: he holds fast and defends with might and main what he believes, 

and adds nothing foreign [“niets vreemds” likely means no strange impurities] to it. 

 

  And when he is brought to faith in Christ, 

then he is also an Israelite: full of fire and zeal for 

his Savior, his King. A prince who is willing to 

suffer and fight for his King and, like 

Paul himself, would rather fall as a brave knight 

on the battlefield than be unfaithful to his King.  

That's what Israelites are. And now one can call believers  

Israelites in a figurative sense, if one chooses, but 



then that being an Israelite is only in name, it's not in their blood;  

if they bear the name of children of Zion, it is because 

they have been grafted into Israel. Israelites are 

and remain the only descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Secondly, the Apostle asks: What is the 

adoption as children? To whom does that adoption apply?  

What adoption would the Apostle mean here?  

Surely he has in mind what he will explain further in the 11th chapter,  

namely their adoption, which will be life from the dead. Romans 11:15.  

Of this adoption the prophets have foretold that they will be His sons and 

His daughters. Jehovah will be their God, and they will be His people.  

Say to your brothers Ammi and to your sisters Ruchama, that is, my people,  

they [had] mercy.  Hosea 1:12, 2:20. Yes, Isaiah and Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel  

and all the prophets have testified of this adoption.  

  Certainly, it has already begun. For every time an Israelite is led to Christ Jesus  

through the Gospel, that adoption is fulfilled in his person. But the time will come  

when that promise will be fulfilled for all of Israel, for the entire nation, when they will  

see Him whom they have pierced and they will mourn over Him because they rejected  

Him, their Messiah. But then their adoption will also be so glorious. Believing in Him,  

worshipping Him, illuminated by the light of the Holy Spirit, they will confess Him,  

and Israel will call out to all unbelievers of every kind and name: It is true, it is true: Jesus  

of Nazareth is the King of Israel! Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Hallelujah!  

Reader, do you also long for that adoption into sonship for the ancient people?  

Can you even begin to comprehend that this will be life from the dead? 

 

  In the third place, Paul mentions: "Theirs is the glory." He means the Israelites.  

We would almost be inclined to ask: But Paul, aren't you going a little too far with that people?  

He would answer: No, because everything I say is said by God, promised by Him, and you know  

that the God of Israel is the God of truth, who cannot lie. Would He say and not do?  

Would He speak and not make it happen? Reader, you know what glory the Almighty has bestowed  

upon that people from of old. From the beginning of Abraham's calling, throughout all the ages,  

even during the times of the greatest oppression, God's watchful eye, His wondrous guidance,  

was with and over them.  

In Egypt, in the Red Sea, near Sinai, in the desert. 

It was all glorious: in the cloud by day 

and in the pillar of fire by night, in the tabernacle, 

in which He appeared and filled it with the 

cloud of glory. Continue on, to 

the Jordan, to Solomon's temple, everything 

testifies to God's glory. His footsteps 

resound not only in the tabernacle 

and temple, but in the entire history of Israel. 

"Your beauty was perfect through My glory, 

which I had bestowed upon you,"  

thus He spoke to His people, Ezekiel 16:14.  

"The glory belongs to them," the Apostle rightly says.  

 

  But, note well, He does not say: "The glory belonged to them 

 in former times, but those times are now forever past.  

That [time] is done and will not return."  

Oh, I believe many seem to read it that way.  



That is not the Apostle's intention. He speaks of 

what is now, what still exists and will be in full 

splendor. To Israel, glory is promised, such as has never yet been.  

 

They are God's chosen people, God's priests, His witnesses. 

People want to convert the world by 

Christianizing it. Good intentions, but [one] 

which will not be fulfilled. The Gospel is proclaimed as a testimony to all nations.  

The firstfruits are gathered from Jews and Gentiles; it is the Bride,  

the Wife of the Lamb. 

Then follows the harvest of the nations, in which each of the 

princes will bow down, all of heathenism will give praise 

to the Son of David. For this purpose He will 

use Israel to proclaim His Name, His fame and His honor everywhere. 

Then, so many acts of favor... The Blessed Heathenism 

To praise the happiness of this King, 

Who ascended David's throne. 

Blessed be God, that eternal Being, 

Clothed with might. 

The Lord, praised in Israel, 

Performs wonders. He alone. 

His name shall receive eternal honor. 

Let Him be praised early and late; 

Let the world hear and follow my songs 

With Amen, Amen! 

 
 
 
That month ended with a full page on Neander.  I am not sure who wrote it, but Rev. Fles has mentioned him. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

And the next column was on page 1117 (screenshot image below);  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Neander


 
We have seen three titles of honor that the Apostle attributes to Israel.  

They are Israelites, theirs is the adoption into sonship, theirs is the glory.  

Is there anything more? 

  Yes, there is. Just listen to what the Apostle 

says: And the covenants, he says. That is, the 

covenants were established with them. You cannot 

speak of the covenant of grace without 

immediately, or at least very soon, coming 

to the patriarch of the old people, to Abraham.  

"I [shall] establish my covenant with you and with 

your seed, to be a God to you and your seed 

after you," says the word of the Eternal One. Now we 

assume and believe that all believers are included in this, 

and that the Gentiles are also co-heirs of the same grace and 

therefore also spoken to us and our children. But that does not negate  

that it was always a salutary covenant with Abraham and his seed,  

and the oath to Isaac and His word to Jacob  

and to all Israel given as His covenant forever. 

But the Apostle speaks of covenants. 

Are there any more? Certainly. The covenant 

made at Sinai with Israel. See Deut. 5:1-4. 

Also in the plains of Moab the Lord made 

a covenant with them; see Deut. 29:1-15. 

With David, the man after God's own heart, the Lord made 

a covenant that He would raise up the Messiah from him.  

What a lot of effort the Lord, the Almighty, has made with that people!  



They should certainly acknowledge: "He has not done so with any other nation!"  

We will not discuss the meaning of the covenants any further now.  

For then we would have to point to heaven and earth, sun, moon and stars as witnesses  

of Jehovah's covenants with Israel, of everything He has promised and will fulfill, from Genesis 15  

to Leviticus 26:42-45 and Deuteronomy 32:43 and Jeremiah 21:35-37 and 33:19-22. Enough.  

The covenants are theirs, and Jehovah bound Himself to His word. 

And is this legislation (or the making of laws and covenants) also an honor for Israel?  

Yes, certainly, and a very great one.  

Every nation has its own legislation.  

he pointed to it, long before him. And all the nations, we 

know it, including the Netherlands and America, have 

their own legislation. And everyone praises their own 

as the best, as the one most in accordance with Christianity, Religion and the Bible.  

But all that must take a back seat to Israel. 

Here is God Himself, the eternal Creator of all things, the Lawgiver.  

He spoke with an audible, with a human voice from heaven. And to Moses, His servant, 

He Himself gave the laws. Under awe-inspiring signs (or laws) of nature, 

He came to His people. And even though 

Moses was a mediator in that legislation, what more could be said?  

Between Jehovah and the people,  the truth remains without contradiction:  

The Lord, Jehovah, is our Lawgiver, as the prophet Isaiah 

says, Isaiah 33:22. And David sings so joyfully: 

 

He gave to Jacob His laws, He made Israel heed His words, 

And taught them to walk in His ways; 

He did not deal with other nations in this way. 

They had to miss His testimonies, and the secrets of His covenant. 

Let then God's praise rise to heaven,  

Let all that has breath praise Him. 

 

  And Moses wants Israel to remember such a great thing.  

For it never happened because of Israel's superiority over other nations, 

but solely out of free love, out of free grace. Deuteronomy 4:31-37. 

The Apostle, however, has even more to say: "Theirs is the service," he says.  

Which service? The service of God. Israel's religion was not a system 

devised by wise men who had consulted with each other, weighed and considered,  

and decided according to their best knowledge to change or revoke it after some time. 

It was the revelation of God. The Law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; 

the testimony of the Lord is sure, giving wisdom to the simple (ignorant).  

All the ceremonies and rituals, all the statutes and 

ordinances were from God in religion and society 

and in all civil life, down to the smallest details, were from God Himself.  

He spoke in and through them, so that they might serve Him, 

worship Him alone, and expect their salvation from Him alone 

for this life and for the life to come. 

He was their God. Their life, their refuge, and the Rock of their salvation:  

they were His people and the sheep of His pasture,  

and He was their Shepherd. 

 

  And to them, says the Apostle, belong the promises. Well, are there then  

no promises except [those] for the Jews? The promises go first to Israel,  

and see how the Apostles viewed this.  



Read carefully, Acts 2:39, Acts 3:25,26, Acts 13:16.  

In this same letter to the Romans, Paul emphatically says: First to the Jew.  

To them were given the promises of the coming of the Messiah, the great Redeemer,  

the calling of the Gentiles, [and] their restoration. There are still many promises 

given to the Jewish nation which are still unfulfilled, but which will all be completely fulfilled.  

And in the present time, the Almighty is working towards their fulfillment. 

The attention of the world is drawn to Jerusalem, to Palestine.  

Jews are moving there and becoming landowners and farmers.  

The Lord works everything in His own time. To them belong the promises. (‘de beloftenissen’) 

Pella, IA. FLES.   
 
 
 
I’ve indicated, but not specifically noted, that the emphasis in many of these issues was on the two Reformed denominations’ 
missions to the Islamic world.  I don’t really expect to read an attempt to analyze whether the Gospel message may have  
changed at all, depending on which countries it was meant for.  It is hard to find the answer for historical times, but Dexter Van Zile 
brought the topic up in his 2013 article, “Evangelical Anti-Zionism as an Adaptive Response to Shifts in American Cultural Attitudes.” 
( I couldn’t read the following, and haven’t looked much at the missions magazine’s articles to ...    ) 
 

 

https://ia800109.us.archive.org/6/items/rev-ji-fles-lifesketch-3/evangelical-pastor-from-Egypt.JPG

